
How long have you worked for McKinnon
Furniture? Since day one.

Why are you working for McKinnon
Furniture? What do you like most about
your job? I enjoy the satisfaction of creating
new, custom furniture every day. I’ve liked
making and designing objects from wood, be
it making pictures with my scroll saw work,
crafting vases, goblets and bowls using my
brand new lathe or creating furniture from
beautiful hardwoods since high school (a
LONG time ago). I love the fact that McKinnon
gives me the opportunity to enhance my
professional skil ls as a woodworker.

Have you ever created a piece that held a
special meaning to you personally?
I’ve made special pieces for many members
of my family. A hope chest for my wife on our

wedding day, my kids’ furniture, a beautiful

rocking horse for my nephew, and the list

goes on...

What trade/woodworking magazines do
you read if any? I enjoy reading Fine

Woodworking to learn different aspects of

the woodworking field. One of my goals is to

make a canoe that was featured about 10

years ago.

Tell us about your family.  My family, I have

to brag, is the warmest, loving family. My

children, Elliott, age 8, and daughter, Chandra,

age 4 are sweet, enjoyable, quirky, silly, smart,

funny...and sometimes a pain in the neck (as

some children tend to be). We enjoy weekend

outings, camping, baseball, reading, and going

to the beach.
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Have you ever thought, “If McKinnon Furniture would just ask me what
to build, I’d tell them!”? Now is your opportunity to give us your suggestions.

This summer we’d love to have your input about products on the
drawing board, in the form of a few informal gatherings at the woodshop
in south Seattle. You will have the opportunity to critique sketches as
well as prototypes of proposed furniture. You can also tell us what else
you’d like to have added to our product line.

Included with the brainstorm session will be a shop tour with Sheila
McKinnon.  See how the pieces are built and talk with our woodworkers
about the process of handcrafting fine furniture.

Refreshments will be served and special door prizes will be awarded
to participants.

Contact us by June 25 to pre-register for July and August sessions.
Please include the time that is most convenient for you (evenings or

Saturdays) and a preferred means of contact. Expect to hear from us
late June with the exact dates of these meetings.

CONTACT INFO: 206.622.6474 . showroom@mckinnonfurniture.com
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WANTED: YOUR ADVICE

W E ’ R E  M O V I N G !

Above: The Barry & Colleen Unema family of

Lynden shared this with us: “Imagine a piece

of furniture that watches a life of an entire

family pass in front of it - that’s our hutch!”

This fall you will have the opportunity to see
much more product because the McKinnon
Furniture Showroom is moving one block
north!  We know you’ve wanted to see more
of the pieces in the catalog as well as new
furniture and styles.
As soon as we have the move-in and grand
opening dates, we’ll let you know.

D O V E  T A L E
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MAKE YOUR BEDROOM A DREAM!
If you’ve been looking for a bed that will
complement your wood furniture while adding
comfort and texture to your room, an
upholstered headboard is your solution.

Upholstered headboards create a luxurious
setting in which to enjoy a good book, read
the Sunday paper, or watch a movie. Another
huge benefit is the versatility. They coordinate
with a number of furniture styles and room
decors. Plus  you will always have the option
of changing the fabric in the years to come
should you decide to reinvent your space.

Come down to the showroom and discover
the new Dakota Upholstered Headboard. It
features a wood frame with an easily
removable, yet securely fastened, upholstered
fabric panel. As always, your friendly
designers will help you choose the perfect
fabric and wood for your room.

GRACEFUL SEATING
At the foot of the sleigh bed you’ll find the
new Carriole Bench. It has the beautiful lines
of the Carriole style, with the softness of a
fabric seat, and higher arms.  It’s small in size
and scale - perfect for the foot of a bed,
entryway or small living space where you
need additional seating.

As always, the length is customizable. We
would love to hear your comments when you
stop by to view this new piece.

If there are new products you’d like to have us
make for you, please contact Renee at
renee@mckinnonfurniture.com, or send a one
page faxed sketch with details to 206.622.4217.

N E W  P R O D U C T S

Left: Sheila McKinnon

Dakota Upholstered Headboard & Carriole Bench

“ complement your wood furniture
while adding comfort and texture
to your room ...”

Above: Dakota Bed

From the more
t h a n  7 0 , 0 0 0
species of wood in
the world, we have

chosen to work with just a few hardwoods that
we believe will result in the finest furniture. We
select the woods based on their beauty, color,
strength, durability, stability, and availability.

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, of course,
but we look for woods with strong rich color and
interesting grain patterns. And we want to work
with woods that will retain that beauty and
durability for generations. As one of our customers
put it, we want to create furniture that ages
better than we do.

We have chosen not to use species that are
threatened or endangered. Our wood supply
comes from forests that are harvested in a
sustainable way, so that we are not sacrificing

future supplies of wood for today’s furniture.

Our most popular wood is the American Black
Cherry. This tree grows all over the eastern part
of the United States, but the best cherry comes
from the Allegheny region of Pennsylvania. Cherry
starts out a pinkish color, and ages beautifully
to a deep rich red patina, with wonderful variation
in color and grain patterns. Its strength and
durability, along with its beauty, have made it a
popular choice for furniture since the 1700’s.

Walnut is the favorite furniture wood in the world
because of its deep brown color. American Black

Walnut runs from a deep chocolate color to a
golden brown, and has lively grain. It is slightly
heavier than cherry, but has the same strength
and durability.

Our newest addition is African Ribbon Mahogany,
which has  spectacular grain patterns and rich
color variations. Unlike Honduras or Cuban
Mahogany, which has become endangered, the
African Mahogany is readily available and is
harvested sustainably.

We offer White Oak that is quartersawn to
reveal radial rays and a lacy grain pattern.
White  Oak is very dense and strong. It is a
popular wood for Mission style furniture, as
well as for hardwood flooring.

Eastern Maple is the lightest in color and the
hardest wood we offer. Maple starts out as a
white/creamy color, and ages to a golden patina.

“Our wood supply comes from
forests that are harvested in a
sustainable way ...”

For All The Woods We’ve Loved Before

F R O M  T H E  S H O P



  What
do you

mean the floors
in  my  home
aren’t level? It’s
a new house!

Some of you have told us that you
think your McKinnon Furniture has

one leg that is shorter than another. Or you
wonder why your doors and drawers don’t
close properly.

Many times your piece needs to be shimmed
because old floors, as well as new floors, are
rarely level.

Your piece was built on a level, flat surface.
The gaps around the drawers and doors
are made uniform based on a level cabinet.
If it sits on a uneven floor, they will not
function properly.

You can easily fix this by placing the plastic
wedges, supplied to you at delivery, under
one of the back legs. Use a carpenter’s level
to know when it is even. After this is done,
the doors and drawers will fit perfectly.

You can use the shims under a chair or sofa
leg that sits on an uneven floor as well.

Please call us at 206.768.2484, if you need
further instruction or if you’ve misplaced
your shims.

The drawer in my dresser is sticking.
Will you come out and fix it?

Of course, your complete satisfaction
is very important to us. But there may

be an easier solution.

Your drawers are equipped with tandem
slides that fit under the drawer. The slides

consist of two runners that ride under the
drawer bottom, and clip into the locking
devices attached to the bottom front of
the drawer.

Sometimes, the slide gets unhooked and
simply needs to be clicked back into place.

Refer to page 13 of your booklet given in the
white box at time of delivery. You’ll find
instructions with illustrations on how to fix
the problem.

If you do not have your booklet or need
add i t iona l  he lp , p lease  ca l l  us  a t
206.768.2484.

Next issue: How to deal with water spots
on your McKinnon Furniture.

D O V E  T A L E
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S H O W R O O M  N O T E S

Q U E S T I O N S  &  A N S W E R S

In order to really know how and why we build
furniture the way we do, four of our
showroom designers spent several evenings
at the woodshop building an occasional table.
Randy Hambley and Todd Hewitt, two talented
employees from our shop, provided expert

coaching for Renee Riper, Shaun Ross, Lara
Petitclerc-Stokes, and Sarah Harnden. They
selected wood, used saws, drill presses, and
clamp racks, then sanded and oiled their
tables. Both teams built beautiful and classic
mission tables which are on display in our
showroom. Come by and take a look at their
accomplishment.

Turning The Tables

Above: Craftsman Todd Hewitt works with Renee

Riper and Sarah Harnden.

Above: Craftsman Randy Hambley works with

Shaun Ross and Lara Petitclerc-Stokes.

I N - H O M E  O I L  S E R V I C E

H O U S E  C A L L S

Are  you too
busy to give
a little TLC to
your McKinnon pieces? We are pleased
to offer an in-home oil service to do it
for you.

Our experienced delivery team will come
to your home and rejuvenate your
heirloom furniture for a small fee. We’ll
fix dents and scratch marks and re-oil
your pieces. We’ll also be happy to show
you how to do it.

Please call the shop
(206.768.2484)  for  an

estimate and to schedule
a convenient time. Most

visits take an hour or less.



“One th i rd  o f  my In-Home des ign
consultations involve helping clients choose
paint”, says McKinnon Furniture Interior
Consultant Renee Riper,  “It can be tough just
to know where to start”.

You’ll find the tips below a great starting point
for choosing your paint colors. If you need
additional help, contact Renee, who uses C2
paints in her design kit, to schedule an in-home
design consultation.  Interior Design Department:
206.622.6474

Color is all about relationships.
Think about how your new color relates to all the
other elements in the room: furniture, wood tones,
flooring, light exposure, fabrics, rugs and art. It’s
the interplay of all these elements together that
needs to be harmonious with your paint.

Review your color during different times of
the day. Your paint will show different
characteristics in the morning than it will at noon
or in the evening. So make sure your color is
working in all lighting conditions.

Try your paint color in three different places
in the room. Test your color on the lightest wall
(opposite the window), the darkest wall (usually
the window wall), and in a corner. Your paint will
read differently in all three areas. Make sure it
looks great all the time! Do not use the tiny paint
chip to choose the color, it’s too small for a whole

room. You need to see a large swatch of the

paint to make sure the colors reads correctly.

C2’s Ultimate Paint Chip is 18” x 24” and made

from real paint. The sample is large enough so

that you can actually “see” the color, plus you

can try it in more than one space without ever

lifting a paintbrush.

Is there a Northwest Palette?
There are some colors that just seem to do well

in our climate, no matter what.  Warm colors

with golden undertones work well with earthy

reds and rich plums. Softer yellows help to keep

the weather from dragging us down, and warm

creams are always nice.  Avoid colors that contain

gray undertones; they look “dirty” and don’t

have enough warmth to combat our moody

weather. Coffeehouse colors, organic neutrals

and spicy accents all make up the NW Palette.

Help Me Choose A Paint Color!  By Robin Daly of Daly’s Paint . www.dalyspaint.com

M C K I N N O N  F U R N I T U R E ’ S  Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

First-Class Mail
U.S. Postage

PAID
Seattle, WA

Permit No. 2509

S P R I N G  2 0 0 4

NEW PRODUCTS:
Dakota Upholstered Headboard & Carriole Bench

FROM THE SHOP:
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G U E S T  C O L U M N I S T

“ Think about how your new color
relates to all the other elements
in the room: furniture, wood
tones, flooring, ...”
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